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MONDAY, JULY 19, 2021, 4:30 P.M
VI A ZOOM VI DEOCONFERENCE
---000---

M5. COOKE: Al right. | have 4:30 on ny
cl ock.

Good afternoon. |'m Ki m Cooke, planner with
the Towmn of Mammopth Lakes. W are going to be opening
the public hearing at this tine and take any public
comments on the Draft Environnmental Assessment docunent.

If we don't have anybody el se on the |Iine who
can provide coments, we are going to stay on the |ine
in case they join later.

Jim | think I'"l'l nmute nmyself and just turn
off ny canera, unless | see anybody join us.

MR. WALLACE: Al right. Do you think we
shoul d do a very short introduction so that it's on the
record that this neeting is being called and just a
short description of the project and naybe just repeat
sonme of what was said in the workshop just so it's on
t he record?

M5. COOKE: Sure.

MR. WALLACE: (kay.

M5. COOKE: I'Il just go back through sone of
ny introduction for the workshop.

So the purpose of holding a public workshop
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and public hearing today is to provide the public with

I nformation and interested agencies regarding the
proposed project and the environnental analysis that was
prepared for the project.

A 35-day public comment period for the draft
EA began on June 19th of this year. W are nearing the
end of the advertised public comment period, and we're
providing this opportunity for the public to give verba
or witten comments on the draft docunent.

Al'l coments that we receive during this
public hearing portion of the neeting will be taken.
Responses will be prepared and included in the final EA
docunent .

The public comment period will end at
5:00 p.m on Friday, July 23rd. And any public coment
will be received up until that tine.

So preparation of this environnenta
assessnment was initiated after town council approved the
2018- 2019 t hrough 2023-2024 Airport Capital | nprovenent
Program which was approved Decenber 19th, 2018.

Adoption of the ACI P does not conpel the town
to conplete or fund any of the |isted projects, but it
does nake the identified projects eligible for Federal
Avi ation Adm nistration airport inprovenent program

f undi ng.
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Envi ronnental review nust be conpleted for al
of the identified projects prior to construction. And
all of the proposed airport actions that are subject to
FAA approval require environnental inpact analysis to be
prepared pursuant to the National Environnental Policy
Act, which we will refer to as NEPA

The project is also subject to the California
Envi ronnmental Quality Act, which we refer to as CEQA
And that is why both an environnmental assessnent and an
envi ronnental inpact report were prepared for the
proj ect.

Town council authorized the preparation of the
CEQA and NEPA review for projects included in the ACIP
on June 26th, 2019. At that tine, staff reported to
town council that the conpletion of the environnental
anal ysis woul d not necessarily lead to the term nal or
apron projects noving on to design -- a design or
construction phase. And it was stated that the
conpr ehensi ve environnental review was bei ng conpl eted
In order to address all of the projects that were
i ncl uded on the ACIP.

So the project site is identified as a 22-acre
area of the Mammoth Yosemte Airport property. The town
owns a total of 196 acres of the airport property. And

approximtely 8.7 acres of undevel oped I and within the
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22-acre project area will be occupied by the proposed
| nprovenents as a part of the project.

The scope of the environnental analysis for
bot h NEPA and CEQA eval uates the inplenmentation of the
Term nal Area Devel opnent Plan at the Mammpth Yosenite
Airport. The project includes construction of a new
39, 288 square foot passenger termnal; a new 8, 400
square foot mai ntenance buil ding, including required
Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting vehicle; an 850
square -- an 850-foot extension of Airport Road; new
aircraft parking apron; a new de-icing apron; two
vehicl e parking lots and related infrastructure, which
wi Il include a new package wastewater treatnent
facility.

The proposed termi nal area inprovenents are
i ntended to allow the airport to function nore
efficiently and effectively to neet existing and
proj ected demand.

So that concludes ny description of the
project. Qur next steps are to receive any public input
on the draft EA docunent. W wll not be taking an
action on the draft EA today. And we will be accepting
verbal comments during this neeting. And we will accept
any witten coments that are provided up until the end

of the public coment period.
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And that is all | have.

MR. WALLACE: Okay. Well, let nme read into
the record the FAA's role in this project, if that's al
right, Kim

M5. COOKE: Yes.

MR WALLACE: So the Town of Mammoth Lakes is
t he sponsor of the Mammoth Yosemte Airport and has
prepared this Draft Environnmental Assessnent to eval uate
the potential environnental effects of the construction
and operation of a new passenger termnal, airport
par ki ng aprons, new mai ntenance facility, and supporting
i nfrastructure as proposed in the Manmoth Yosemte
Airport Term nal Area Devel opnent Pl an, which was
publ i shed in 2017.

The FAA has requested the Federal Aviation
Adm ni stration's approval of the proposed Term nal Area
Devel opnent Project on the airport |ayout plan and
potential federal funding assistance for eligible
el ements of its proposed project.

The environnental assessnent has been prepared
pursuant to the requirenments of the National
Envi ronnmental Policy Act, as codified by the Council on
Envi ronnmental Quality.

The FAA has also -- al so uses specific

gui dance in specific FAA orders -- in this case, FAA
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Order 1050.1F, which is called the Environnental |npacts
Pol i cies and Procedures, and FAA Order 5050.4B, Nati onal
Environnmental Policy Act inplenenting instructions for
airport actions.

The FAA is the |ead federal agency, and this
EA anal yzes and docunents potential environnental
| npacts of inplenenting the proposed action -- that is,
the Term nal Area Devel opnent Project -- and identifies
mtigati on neasures that nmay be necessary to reduce the
magni tude of those i npacts.

The FAA is the | ead federal agency for
envi ronnental conpliance on the airport, and as such,
they will have approval process over the EA and w ||
make those decisions only after all public coments have
been subm tted.

Thank you. That's what we have.

(Time noted: 4:39 p.m)

(No public coments nade.)

M5. COOKE: Ckay. So it is 5:30. W've
reached the end of our public hearing portion of the
meeting, and that wll end our neeting for tonight. W
did not receive any public coment on the draft EA
docunent .

Jim do you have any final itens that we need

to include in the record?
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MR WALLACE: No. | think we've got
covered, Kim

M5. COOKE: Ckay. G eat.

Then shall we end the neeting?

(Wher eupon, the neeting was adjourned

at 5:31 p.m)

It
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            1                 MONDAY, JULY 19, 2021, 4:30 P.M.



            2                    VIA ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE



            3                           ---o0o---



            4              MS. COOKE:  All right.  I have 4:30 on my



            5    clock.



            6              Good afternoon.  I'm Kim Cooke, planner with



            7    the Town of Mammoth Lakes.  We are going to be opening



            8    the public hearing at this time and take any public



            9    comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment document.



           10              If we don't have anybody else on the line who



           11    can provide comments, we are going to stay on the line



           12    in case they join later.



           13              Jim, I think I'll mute myself and just turn



           14    off my camera, unless I see anybody join us.



           15              MR. WALLACE:  All right.  Do you think we



           16    should do a very short introduction so that it's on the



           17    record that this meeting is being called and just a



           18    short description of the project and maybe just repeat



           19    some of what was said in the workshop just so it's on



           20    the record?



           21              MS. COOKE:  Sure.



           22              MR. WALLACE:  Okay.



           23              MS. COOKE:  I'll just go back through some of



           24    my introduction for the workshop.



           25              So the purpose of holding a public workshop





                                                                        3

�







            1    and public hearing today is to provide the public with



            2    information and interested agencies regarding the



            3    proposed project and the environmental analysis that was



            4    prepared for the project.



            5              A 35-day public comment period for the draft



            6    EA began on June 19th of this year.  We are nearing the



            7    end of the advertised public comment period, and we're



            8    providing this opportunity for the public to give verbal



            9    or written comments on the draft document.



           10              All comments that we receive during this



           11    public hearing portion of the meeting will be taken.



           12    Responses will be prepared and included in the final EA



           13    document.



           14              The public comment period will end at



           15    5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 23rd.  And any public comment



           16    will be received up until that time.



           17              So preparation of this environmental



           18    assessment was initiated after town council approved the



           19    2018-2019 through 2023-2024 Airport Capital Improvement



           20    Program, which was approved December 19th, 2018.



           21              Adoption of the ACIP does not compel the town



           22    to complete or fund any of the listed projects, but it



           23    does make the identified projects eligible for Federal



           24    Aviation Administration airport improvement program



           25    funding.
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            1              Environmental review must be completed for all



            2    of the identified projects prior to construction.  And



            3    all of the proposed airport actions that are subject to



            4    FAA approval require environmental impact analysis to be



            5    prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy



            6    Act, which we will refer to as NEPA.



            7              The project is also subject to the California



            8    Environmental Quality Act, which we refer to as CEQA.



            9    And that is why both an environmental assessment and an



           10    environmental impact report were prepared for the



           11    project.



           12              Town council authorized the preparation of the



           13    CEQA and NEPA review for projects included in the ACIP



           14    on June 26th, 2019.  At that time, staff reported to



           15    town council that the completion of the environmental



           16    analysis would not necessarily lead to the terminal or



           17    apron projects moving on to design -- a design or



           18    construction phase.  And it was stated that the



           19    comprehensive environmental review was being completed



           20    in order to address all of the projects that were



           21    included on the ACIP.



           22              So the project site is identified as a 22-acre



           23    area of the Mammoth Yosemite Airport property.  The town



           24    owns a total of 196 acres of the airport property.  And



           25    approximately 8.7 acres of undeveloped land within the
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            1    22-acre project area will be occupied by the proposed



            2    improvements as a part of the project.



            3              The scope of the environmental analysis for



            4    both NEPA and CEQA evaluates the implementation of the



            5    Terminal Area Development Plan at the Mammoth Yosemite



            6    Airport.  The project includes construction of a new



            7    39,288 square foot passenger terminal; a new 8,400



            8    square foot maintenance building, including required



            9    Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting vehicle; an 850



           10    square -- an 850-foot extension of Airport Road; new



           11    aircraft parking apron; a new de-icing apron; two



           12    vehicle parking lots and related infrastructure, which



           13    will include a new package wastewater treatment



           14    facility.



           15              The proposed terminal area improvements are



           16    intended to allow the airport to function more



           17    efficiently and effectively to meet existing and



           18    projected demand.



           19              So that concludes my description of the



           20    project.  Our next steps are to receive any public input



           21    on the draft EA document.  We will not be taking an



           22    action on the draft EA today.  And we will be accepting



           23    verbal comments during this meeting.  And we will accept



           24    any written comments that are provided up until the end



           25    of the public comment period.
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            1              And that is all I have.



            2              MR. WALLACE:  Okay.  Well, let me read into



            3    the record the FAA's role in this project, if that's all



            4    right, Kim.



            5              MS. COOKE:  Yes.



            6              MR. WALLACE:  So the Town of Mammoth Lakes is



            7    the sponsor of the Mammoth Yosemite Airport and has



            8    prepared this Draft Environmental Assessment to evaluate



            9    the potential environmental effects of the construction



           10    and operation of a new passenger terminal, airport



           11    parking aprons, new maintenance facility, and supporting



           12    infrastructure as proposed in the Mammoth Yosemite



           13    Airport Terminal Area Development Plan, which was



           14    published in 2017.



           15              The FAA has requested the Federal Aviation



           16    Administration's approval of the proposed Terminal Area



           17    Development Project on the airport layout plan and



           18    potential federal funding assistance for eligible



           19    elements of its proposed project.



           20              The environmental assessment has been prepared



           21    pursuant to the requirements of the National



           22    Environmental Policy Act, as codified by the Council on



           23    Environmental Quality.



           24              The FAA has also -- also uses specific



           25    guidance in specific FAA orders -- in this case, FAA





                                                                        7

�







            1    Order 1050.1F, which is called the Environmental Impacts



            2    Policies and Procedures, and FAA Order 5050.4B, National



            3    Environmental Policy Act implementing instructions for



            4    airport actions.



            5              The FAA is the lead federal agency, and this



            6    EA analyzes and documents potential environmental



            7    impacts of implementing the proposed action -- that is,



            8    the Terminal Area Development Project -- and identifies



            9    mitigation measures that may be necessary to reduce the



           10    magnitude of those impacts.



           11              The FAA is the lead federal agency for



           12    environmental compliance on the airport, and as such,



           13    they will have approval process over the EA and will



           14    make those decisions only after all public comments have



           15    been submitted.



           16              Thank you.  That's what we have.



           17              (Time noted:  4:39 p.m.)



           18              (No public comments made.)



           19              MS. COOKE:  Okay.  So it is 5:30.  We've



           20    reached the end of our public hearing portion of the



           21    meeting, and that will end our meeting for tonight.  We



           22    did not receive any public comment on the draft EA



           23    document.



           24              Jim, do you have any final items that we need



           25    to include in the record?
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            1              MR. WALLACE:  No.  I think we've got it



            2    covered, Kim.



            3              MS. COOKE:  Okay.  Great.



            4              Then shall we end the meeting?



            5              (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned



            6              at 5:31 p.m.)
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